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Michael Alvarado and Michael Roman Indicted for Drive-by Shooting of 19-Year-Old
Johndiel Rivera on I-480 in Bedford Heights

CLEVELAND - Cuyahoga County Prosecutor Michael C. O’Malley announced that a Cuyahoga County
grand jury has returned an indictment charging Michael Alvarado, 21, and Michael Roman, 30, for shooting
and killing 19-year-old Johndiel Rivera on 1-480 in Bedford Heights.

“These two individuals gunned down a young father who was simply trying to get home from work,” said
Prosecutor Michael C. O’'Malley. “Fortunately, for the State of Ohio and the public, they committed their
crimes on camera.”

On February 1, 2025, around 3:50 a.m., Johndiel Rivera was driving home from work on [-480 westbound.
Another vehicle driven by Michael Roman, with Michael Alvarado as the front seat passenger, approached
Rivera’s vehicle near Aurora Road exit. They shot Rivera’s vehicle multiple times and fled the scene in their
vehicle. Johndiel Rivera’s vehicle then hit the concrete median of the highway and came to a complete
stop. Roman and Alvarado later returned back to the scene and fired additional shots to Rivera’s vehicle.

Hours later, around 7 a.m., the Bedford Heights Police Department (BHPD) responded to a call about an
abandoned vehicle on the highway. The police found Johndiel Rivera still inside the vehicle with multiple
gunshot wounds. Rivera was pronounced deceased on scene.

Further investigation conducted by BHPD revealed Michael Alvarado worked with Johndiel Rivera. Michael
Roman picked up Michael Alvarado and waited for Rivera to leave work. Alvarado and Roman then
followed Rivera’s vehicle. In addition, Alvarado called off from work for the two days after the homicide.

On February 26, 2025, Michael Alvarado was arrested by the BHPD. On February 28, 2025, Michael
Roman was arrested by the U.S. Marshals’ Northern Ohio Violent Fugitive Task Force.

On March 3, 2025, Michael Alvarado and Michael Roman were indicted on the following charges:

e One count of Aggravated Murder
¢ Two counts of Murder

e Two counts of Felonious Assault

e One count of Discharge of Firearm On or Near Prohibited Premises

Michael Roman was additionally charged on the following two charges:

¢ One count of Having Weapons Under Disability
¢ One count of Involuntary Manslaughter
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You can view the indictment here.

They will be arraigned at the Cuyahoga County Justice Center at a later date.
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